
  
     

   

             
              

            
            

               
           

            

        

     

             
        

            

             
                

             
   

          
             

               
  

               
              

                
               

                  
                

T H E T E C H N I C A L C O L L E G E S Y S T E M O F G E O R G I A 

T ITLE IX PROCESS 
FOR COMPLAINANTS & RESPONDENTS 

I n fo rmat ion You Should Know 

The U.S . Depar tmen t o f Educa t i on ’ s Of f i ce f o r Civ i l Righ ts (OCR) en fo rces , among o the r s ta tu tes , 
T i t l e IX o f t he Educa t i on Amendmen ts Ac t o f 1972 . T i t l e IX p ro tec t s peop le f r om d i sc r im ina t i on 
based on sex i n educa t i on p rog rams o r ac t i v i t i es t ha t r ece i ve Federa l f i nanc ia l ass i s tance . 
Comp la in t s o f sexua l ha rassmen t , sexua l assau l t , and any o the r f o rm o f sex -based d i sc r im ina t i on 
f a l l unde r T i t l e IX . The Techn i ca l Co l l ege Sys tem o f Georg ia t akes a l l ega t i ons o f t h i s na tu re ve ry 
se r i ous l y . As such , TCSG wi l l conduc t t ho rough , neu t ra l , f ac t - f i nd ing i n ves t i ga t i ons i n t o t he 
comp la in t s , and p reven t oppo r tun i t i es f o r t he behav io r t o r eoccu r . 

There a re seve ra l r o l es i n a T i t l e IX i n ves t i ga t i on : 

Compla inant : The pa r t y t o t he p rocess who has expe r i enced t he a l l eged T i t l e IX p roh ib i t ed 
conduc t a t i s sue , and has b rough t t he comp la in t f o rwa rd . 

Respondent : The pe rson a l l eged t o have engaged i n t he T i t l e IX p roh ib i t ed conduc t . 

T i t l e IX Coord ina tor : An i nd i v i dua l des igna ted by t he p res iden t o f t he co l l ege t o ensu re 
comp l i ance wi th T i t l e IX and t he pe rson who wi l l r ece i ve T i t l e IX comp la in t s a t t he co l l ege . 

T i t l e IX I nves t iga tor : The pe rson ass igned by TCSG t o i n ves t i ga te f o rma l comp la in t s unde r t he 
T i t l e IX p rocedu re . 

Adv isor : A pe rson who wi l l a t tend t he hea r i ng wi th a pa r t y and conduc t t he o ra l c ross -
examina t i on o f t he o the r pa r t y and wi tnesses . Th is pe rson may a l so o f fe r adv i ce and suppo r t 
f r om t he t ime t he no t i ce o f f o rma l comp la in t i s i s sued and may a t tend any meet i ngs i n vo l ved i n 
t he i n ves t i ga to ry p rocess , bu t may no t speak on beha l f o f t he pa r t y du r i ng such meet i ngs . The 
adv i so r may be chosen by t he pa r t y and i s pe rm i t t ed t o be , bu t need no t be , an a t to rney . I f 
e i t he r pa r t y i s unab le t o se lec t an adv i so r , t he co l l ege wi l l f u rn i sh an adv i so r t o t he pa r t y . 

Dec is ion -Maker : A p ro fess iona l appo in ted by t he TCSG Commiss ione r expe r i enced and t r a i ned 
i n ad jud i ca t i ng mat te rs o f c i v i l r i gh t s , sexua l ha rassmen t and /o r sexua l v io lence and t r a i ned on 
t he T i t l e IX p rocedu re who wi l l p res ide ove r t he hea r i ng and wi l l i s sue t he wr i t t en de te rm ina t i on 
r ega rd ing r espons ib i l i t y . 



     

   
 

             

            

              
               

               
   

 

             
        

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            
             

              

               

               
            

              

            
    

           
               

 

          

            
           

                
           

              
               

                

               
     

T I T L E I X I N V E S T I G A T I V E P R O C E S S 

1 . Conduc t p roh ib i t ed unde r T i t l e IX occu rs . 

2 . A comp la in t i s f i l ed by t he pa r t y impac ted o r on t ha t pa r t y ’ s beha l f . 

3 . An o f f i c i a l no t i ce o f i n ves t i ga t i on i s i s sued t o t he Comp la inan t and Responden t . 

4 . Bo th pa r t i es shou ld ob ta in Adv i so rs a t t h i s po in t t o he lp gu ide t hem t h rough t he p rocess . 
Adv i so rs may be p resen t a t eve ry s tage bu t may on l y ac t i ve l y pa r t i c i pa te du r i ng t he l i ve hea r i ng . 
I f e i t he r pa r t y i s unab le t o i den t i f y an Adv i so r , t he co l l ege i s r espons ib le f o r f u rn i sh ing t ha t 
pa r t y wi th an Adv i so r . 

5 . An i n ves t i ga t i on i s conduc ted by t he TCSG T i t l e IX I nves t i ga to r , wh ich i n c l udes i n t e r v i ews wi th 
a l l pa r t i es i n vo l ved and t he co l l ec t i on o f pe r t i nen t ev idence . 

6 . The i n ves t i ga t i on r epo r t i s p repa red and i s sued t o t he Comp la inan t and Responden t . 

7 . I f t he I nves t i ga to r de te rm ines t he comp la in t shou ld be d i sm issed , t he Comp la inan t may appea l 
a t t h i s po in t . I f t he I nves t i ga to r de te rm ines t he comp la in t shou ld con t i nue t h rough t he p rocess , 
bo th pa r t i es have t he r i gh t t o r espond , i n wr i t i ng , du r i ng a r ev iew and r esponse pe r i od . 

8 . Fo l l ow ing t h i s r ev iew and r esponse pe r i od , a da te and t ime i s se t f o r a l i ve hea r i ng . 

9 . Dur ing t he l i ve hea r i ng , bo th pa r t i es a re a l l owed t o c ross examine t he o the r pa r t y and a l l 
wi tnesses t h rough t he i r Adv i so rs . The pa r t i es a re no t a l l owed t o pe rsona l l y c ross -examine each 
o the r . I f r eques ted , t he pa r t i es can be sepa ra ted i n t o d i f f e ren t r ooms f o r t he l i ve hea r i ng . 

10 . The Dec is i on -Make r l i s t ens t o t he c ross -examina t i ons and may a l so conduc t h i s /he r own f ac t 
f i nd ing du r i ng t he l i ve hea r i ng . 

11 . Fo l l ow ing t he l i ve hea r i ng , t he Dec is i on -Make r i s sues a wr i t t en de te rm ina t i on wh ich makes 
f i nd ings o f f ac t , r a t i ona le f o r dec i s i ons , sanc t i ons t o be imposed ( i f any ) , and exp lana t i on o f t he 
appea l p rocess . 

12 . E i the r pa r t y may appea l t he wr i t t en de te rm ina t i on t o t he TCSG Commiss ione r . 

13 . I f appea led t o t he TCSG Commiss ione r , t he Commiss ione r wi l l r ev iew t he wr i t t en appea l 
documen ts f r om t he pa r t i es , make a dec i s i on and t ha t dec i s i on i s f i na l . 

T i t l e IX i s spec i f i c t o behav io r and d i sc r im ina t i on based on t he p ro tec ted cha rac te r i s t i c o f sex ( gende r ) . 
Comp la in t s o f d i sc r im ina t i on based on o the r p ro tec ted cha rac te r i s t i c s ( r ace , co lo r , r e l i g i on , na t i ona l 
o r i g i n , gene t i c i n f o rma t i on , age o r d i sab i l i t y ) a re equ i t y comp la in t s , and wi l l be i n ves t i ga ted by t he 
Equ i t y Coord ina to r a t t he co l l ege . T i t l e IX i n ves t i ga t i ons a re no t c r im ina l i n ves t i ga t i ons , bu t i n cases o f 
po ten t i a l c r im ina l behav io r ( ex . sexua l assau l t ) , t hey may r un pa ra l l e l t o a c r im ina l i n ves t i ga t i on . 

Shou ld you have ques t i ons abou t T i t l e IX o r t he i n ves t i ga t i ve p rocess , p lease con tac t t he T i t l e IX 
Coord ina to r a t you r co l l ege . 


